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Date
Re: Need for investment in child care in 2009 Ontario budget

Dear  …:

At this time, the members of CFUW …. have a particular concern regarding the current state of early learning and child care in …., and in the province at large. Our provincial organization has echoed the calls of the 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction for an investment in child care of $200 million for operating funds and $85 million for capital in the 2009 Ontario budget.

Of major concern are two things: waiting lists and the possibility that these might increase dramatically. 

Tens of thousands of children across the province are on child care waiting lists. There is concern as expressed by both the municipalities and the Ontario Coalition of Better Child Care (OCBCC) that funding will be cut this year.  Without a commitment of provincial funding to cover shortfalls, municipalities will start to cut child care subsidies in September. More than 22,000 affordable child care spaces are at risk, along with the jobs of 4000 child care workers. 
In order to counter the current downturn in our economy, should we not be investing in child care with capital construction and expansion of centres to maintain existing jobs and create new ones? From the moment the foundations for new early learning and child care centres are poured, they start to generate ongoing economic activity in local communities. Child care workers usually live, work and buy in their own communities, and recent research shows that in Manitoba, with every dollar of child care spending, $1.58 comes back to stimulate local economies. Along with improved economic activity, when we factor in the benefits to parents, children and society because of enhanced childhood development and the lower public costs for welfare and social services, the long term economic benefits to Ontario society would be closer to $2 for every $1 spent. Child care is an investment, not a cost.

Ontario parents pay on average $40-$65/day for childcare, compared to $7/day in Quebec and $17/day in Manitoba. In Quebec 40% of the yearly costs are now covered by income and payroll taxes generated by increased employment, and this also led to a 50% cut in child poverty.
CFUW ….. is …………………………………..
Sincerely,

President 

CFUW …
