CFUW Ontario Council

March 12, 2009

For individual members – please send on behalf of yourselves

EDIT AS YOU WISH.

MPPs’ addresses and emails can be found at http://www.ontla.on.ca [click on Members on the left-hand side]

Date

Re: Need for investment in child care in 2009 Ontario budget
Dear ___________________

I am writing to express my concern about the current state of early learning and child care in … and across the province. 

I agree with the recommendations of The 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction to make significant investments in child care by:

· Fully funding and implementing full day learning for four-and-five-year-olds;

· Creating 7,500 new affordable child care spaces in the not-for-profit sector;

· Saving 22,000 child care spaces, which are threatened by expired Federal funds - 4000 child care workers’ jobs are at risk. 

· Increasing the average wage of child care staff; and

· Investing $200 million for operating funds and $85 million for capital in 2009.

High quality, affordable child care is good for children and essential for parents to work, to go to school, or to contribute to the community. In Ontario, with 70% of mothers of three-to-five-year-olds in the workforce, and with regulated child care spaces for only 12% of children under 12, many parents are struggling to find good quality, affordable child care. Low income, lone parent families headed mainly by women are particularly vulnerable.  Lack of child care is an obstacle to employment or education for two-thirds of single parents on social assistance. 
Unfortunately Ontario is falling behind other provinces like Quebec and Manitoba, which are making significant investments in child care.  Ontario parents on average pay $40-$65/day for child care; Quebec parents pay $7/day; Manitoba pay $17/day;

Universal early learning and child care has a proven track record of substantially reducing child poverty rates. Furthermore, investing in good child care yields high economic and social returns. Dr. Gordon Cleveland from the University of Toronto and economic specialist for the Parliamentary Committee on Child Care, Dr. Fraser Mustard researcher and co-author of The Early Years report, and now Richard Florida and Roger Martin, co-authors of Ontario in the Creative Age say that universal child care is the key to Ontario and Canada’s prosperity.

· Quebec’s investment in child care has been a key factor in helping to bring about a 50% drop in child poverty rates in 10 years.

· Numbers of women in the Quebec labour force are now at historic highs. Increased income and payroll taxes generated in that province currently cover 40% of the costs of child care programs.

· The Manitoba government found that for every $1 of child care spending, $1.58 came back to stimulate local economies.

· A Canadian cost-benefit study calculated that every $1 invested in universal, high quality early childhood education and care produces a $2 social and economic return to our society. 

I respectfully add my voice to those who are strongly advising the Ontario Government to make significant long-term investment in early learning and child care in the 2009 Budget. Actions taken in this Budget will mean the difference between a brief recession and a long-term economic crisis. Investing in quality, affordable and accessible early learning and child care is part of the solution.

Sincerely,

