CFUW Ontario Council

March 12, 2009

For individual members – please send on behalf of yourselves

EDIT AS YOU WISH.

MPPs’ addresses and emails can be found at http://www.ontla.on.ca [click on Members on the left-hand side]

Date

Re: Need for investment in child care in 2009 Ontario budget
Dear ___________________

A plea for child care

As we have been celebrating International Women’s Day and the advances that women have made, we have also become more concerned about current child care situation.

Good quality child care is one of the cornerstones of our economy - allowing parents to work, or further their education, at the same time providing valuable early childhood learning which will support and develop young minds for years to come. 
Yet at the time that we most need its growth, child care continues to be under threat with the possibility of 22,000 affordable child care spaces, with the jobs of 4000 child care workers, being lost in the province this year if the 2009 Ontario Budget does not cover the upcoming funding shortfall.

Quebec, with its $7.00/day child care, has lowered child poverty by 50% and found that 40% of the cost of the programme is now covered by the added revenue from new working parents.

We ask that the Ontario government invest in child care and save the threatened child care spaces.

