[image: image1.jpg]CFUW
ONTARIO
COUNCIL





January 21, 2012

The Honourable Laurel Broten

Ministry of Education
22nd Floor, Mowat Block
900 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1L2
Re:  Bill 13 An Act to amend the Education Act with respect to bullying and other matters
Dear Minister Broten:
The Ontario Council of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW Ontario Council) urge the government of Ontario to pass Bill 13 as quickly as possible, and to set a timeline for immediate implementation.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to the provisions of Bill 13 An Act to amend the Education Act with respect to bullying and other matters.  

In 1998, our members agreed on policy to urge the government to
1. take effective action to counter all forms of violence at school and ensure the security of all those at risk...

2. develop awareness of the need to counter all forms of violence, ranging from bullying to sexual aggression...
We congratulate the government on introducing this legislation (Bill 13) designed to ensure a safe and nurturing environment for all students in Ontario.  We appreciate the government’s efforts to include and define bullying in the Education Act. We applaud that the consequential discipline identified in the bill is progressive and not arbitrary.  We commend the inclusion of supports and resources for both victims and aggressors.  
We urge the government to ensure financial support for school boards to provide the necessary resources and supports to fully implement the provisions of this legislation.  

CFUW Ontario Council is composed of 57 clubs within Ontario, comprised of graduates and students living in urban and rural areas across Ontario. We are non-partisan, non-sectarian and member funded. Our members are active in public affairs, advocating on public education, justice, health and environmental issues as well as the status of women and human rights. Ontario Council is part of the Canadian Federation of University Women and has links to the International Federation of University Women.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our concerns about this very important issue.

Yours truly,

Myra Willis, President
CFUW Ontario Council
mwilliscfuw@gmail.com

905-849-9566
