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Attached are six template letters which we hope that you will find useful in this campaign concerning Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder:

· For MPs - a general letter concerning Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)

· For MPs concerning the above from individuals
· Time Sensitive – PLEASE SEND BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION IS CALLED - For MPs concerning Bills C-532 and C-569 from the Club President

· Time Sensitive – PLEASE SEND BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION IS CALLED - For MPs concerning the above from individuals 
· For Ontario clubs – letter to MPPs concerning the lack of a FASD strategy

· For Ontario members – letter to MPPs concerning the lack of a FASD strategy 

Valerie Hume

RD Ontario Central

Jane Sagar

CFUW Ontario Council

Karen Strype

President, CFUW Aurora-Newmarket

On letterhead

….

House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6
Dear …..

As president of Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) (local club name), I urge the Government of Canada to legislate labelling requirements on all alcoholic beverage containers concerning the harmful effects of consuming alcohol on the brain development of the fetus which leads to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).

In recent studies (Health-related Quality of Life of Canadian Children and Youth Prenatally Exposed to Alcohol and The Burden of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol: Revised Measurement of Cost) researchers from the Hospital for Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto drew attention to the profound personal, societal and economic costs of FASD.  Children and youth with FASD, they note, have significantly lower health related quality of life than children and youth from the general Canadian population. In a recent Canadian study, the lifetime cost of a child with FASD was estimated at $1 million per case
. With an estimated 4000 new cases yearly, this translates to $4 billion annually.
According to the regulations of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), the purpose of food labelling (section 1.4) is that “it provides health, safety, and nutrition information” Legislating warning labels on all alcoholic beverage containers would be consistent with these regulations.

FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive delays in North America. Every attempt at prevention should be endorsed. It is illogical that the government approves large and graphic warning labels on cigarette packages, yet resists the idea of warning labels on beverage alcohol. It is also illogical that Canadian distilleries currently place warning labels on alcohol bottles destined for the United States market.

In 2005 Bill 43 “Sandy’s Law” came into effect in Ontario, requiring licensed establishments to post specific warning signs about the risk of alcohol use in pregnancy. Since the risks of alcohol consumption during pregnancy have been clearly demonstrated, legislating labelling requirements on alcoholic beverage containers is a logical and moral imperative.

Our organization of (...) women university graduates in (name of city or region) is affiliated with the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW), a nonpartisan national volunteer organization with 10,000 members in all provinces. Since our founding in (19--) our members have taken an active role in public affairs, working towards improvement in the status of women, human rights, health, environment, education, and justice

OR

CFUW …. is a member of the Canadian Federation of University Women, a nonpartisan national volunteer organization with 10,000 members in all provinces. Since our founding in (19--) our members have taken an active role in public affairs, working towards improvement in the status of women, human rights, health, environment, education, and justice

Sincerely,

President

CFUW …..

For individuals

….

House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6
Dear …..

I would like to bring to your attention what I consider a serious issue – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) – and urge the Government of Canada to legislate labelling requirements on all alcoholic beverage containers about the harmful effects of consuming alcohol on the brain development of the fetus which leads to FASD.

In recent studies (Health-related Quality of Life of Canadian Children and Youth Prenatally Exposed to Alcohol and The Burden of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol: Revised Measurement of Cost) researchers from the Hospital for Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto drew attention to the profound personal, societal and economic costs of FASD.  Children and youth with FASD, they note, have significantly lower health related quality of life than children and youth from the general Canadian population. In a recent Canadian study, the lifetime cost of a child with FASD was estimated at $1 million per case
. With an estimated 4000 new cases yearly, this translates to $4 billion annually.
According to the regulations of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), the purpose of food labelling (section 1.4) is that “it provides health, safety, and nutrition information” Legislating warning labels on all alcoholic beverage containers would be consistent with these regulations.

FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive delays in North America. Every attempt at prevention should be endorsed. It is illogical that the government approves large and graphic warning labels on cigarette packages, yet resists the idea of warning labels on beverage alcohol. It is also illogical that Canadian distilleries currently place warning labels on alcohol bottles destined for the United States market.

In 2005 Bill 43 “Sandy’s Law” came into effect in Ontario, requiring licensed establishments to post specific warning signs about the risk of alcohol use in pregnancy. Since the risks of alcohol consumption during pregnancy have been clearly demonstrated, legislating labelling requirements on alcoholic beverage containers is a logical and moral imperative.

Sincerely,

JANUARY 2011 - TIME SENSITIVE – PLEASE SEND BEFORE NEXT FEDERAL ELECTION

On letterhead

…., M.P.

House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6
Dear …..

As president of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) (local club name), we would like to give our support to two bills which are before the House of Commons. The first is Bill C-532, June 7, 2010, An Act to Amend the Food and Drug Act (warning labels regarding the consumption of alcohol). The second is Bill C-569, September 30, 2010, The National Strategy for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).
There have been numerous attempts to enact labelling legislation with respect to FASD in Canada since the 1970s. Two Ministers of Health, the Honourable Marc Lalonde and the Honourable Benoit Bouchard, both presented bills to this effect, as have MPs Paul Szabo and John Rafferty. Only once did the Bill reach the committee stage, at which point it was defeated. 
FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive delays in North America. Every attempt at prevention should be endorsed. It is illogical that the government approves large and graphic warning labels on cigarette packages, yet resists the idea of warning labels on beverage alcohol. It is also illogical that Canadian distilleries currently place warning labels on alcohol bottles destined for the United States market.

In Canada, the incidence of FASD is estimated to be 9 in 1000 live births.  The effects are enormous and far reaching, impacting families, education, medical, mental health, social service and justice systems.

 In recent studies (Health-related Quality of Life of Canadian Children and Youth Prenatally Exposed to Alcohol and The Burden of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol: Revised Measurement of Cost) researchers from the Hospital for Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto drew attention to the profound personal, societal and economic costs of FASD.  Children and youth with FASD, they note, have significantly lower health related quality of life than children and youth from the general Canadian population. In a recent Canadian study, the lifetime cost of a child with FASD was estimated at $1 million per case
. With an estimated 4000 new cases yearly, this translates to $4 billion annually.
CFUW (local club) is concerned about the impact of FASD, on the children, their families and our society.  Supporting Bills C-532 AND C-569 would be a very important first step. 
Our organization of (...) women university graduates in (name of city or region) is affiliated with the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW), a nonpartisan national volunteer organization with 10,000 members in all provinces. Since our founding in (19--) our members have taken an active role in public affairs, working towards improvement in the status of women, human rights, health, environment, education, and justice

OR

CFUW …. is a member of the Canadian Federation of University Women, a nonpartisan national volunteer organization with 10,000 members in all provinces. Since our founding in (19--) our members have taken an active role in public affairs, working towards improvement in the status of women, human rights, health, environment, education, and justice

Sincerely,
President

CFUW …….
JANUARY 2011 - TIME SENSITIVE – PLEASE SEND BEFORE NEXT FEDERAL ELECTION
FOR INDIVIDUALS TO SEND
…., M.P.

House of Commons
Parliament Buildings
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
K1A 0A6
Dear …..

As your constituent, I would like to give my support to two bills which are before the House of Commons. The first is Bill C-532, June 7, 2010, An Act to Amend the Food and Drug Act (warning labels regarding the consumption of alcohol). The second is Bill C-569, September 30, 2010, The National Strategy for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).
FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive delays in North America. Every attempt at prevention should be endorsed. It is illogical that the government approves large and graphic warning labels on cigarette packages, yet resists the idea of warning labels on beverage alcohol. It is also illogical that Canadian distilleries currently place warning labels on alcohol bottles destined for the United States market.

In Canada, the incidence of FASD is estimated to be 9 in 1000 live births.  The effects are enormous and far reaching, impacting families, education, medical, mental health, social service and justice systems.

 In recent studies (Health-related Quality of Life of Canadian Children and Youth Prenatally Exposed to Alcohol and The Burden of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol: Revised Measurement of Cost) researchers from the Hospital for Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto drew attention to the profound personal, societal and economic costs of FASD.  Children and youth with FASD, they note, have significantly lower health related quality of life than children and youth from the general Canadian population. 
I am concerned about the impact of FASD, on the children, their families and our society.  Supporting Bills C-532 AND C-569 would be a very important first step. 
Sincerely,
On letterhead

… M.P.P.

Dear …

As President of the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) (local club name), I urge the Government of Ontario to devise a comprehensive strategy directed at the issue of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, or FASD.  FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive delays in North America.  Every attempt at prevention should be endorsed.  

In Canada, the incidence of FASD is estimated to be 9 in 1000 live births.  In recent studies (Health-related Quality of Life of Canadian Children and Youth Prenatally Exposed to Alcohol and The Burden of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol: Revised Measurement of Cost) researchers from the Hospital for Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto drew attention to the profound personal, societal and economic costs of FASD.  Children and youth with FASD, they note, have significantly lower health related quality of life than children and youth from the general Canadian population. In a recent Canadian study, the lifetime cost of a child with FASD was estimated at $1 million per case
.
Ontario is the only province/territory in Canada that does not have a policy directed at the issue. We have no strategy and no resources.   A bit of federal early years funding is allocated to Aboriginal FASD through the Ministry of Children and Youth Services but there is no file in any ministry in Ontario and not one staff with a role to explore it.  Every other province and territory either has a full strategy or is working towards one.  They contribute to a partnership in research and effective practice, and collaborate on annual professional development and conferences. 

I urge you to act quickly on this very serious matter. 

CFUW …. is a member of the Canadian Federation of University Women, a nonpartisan national volunteer organization with 6,000 members in Ontario. Our members take an active role in public affairs, working towards improvement in the status of women, human rights, health, environment, education, and justice.

Kind Regards,

 

President

CFUW ….

Letter to MPPs from Club Members

…., M.P.P.

Dear ….

I would like to bring something that to your attention that is of concern to me – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder. 

In Canada, the incidence of FASD is estimated to be 9 in 1000 live births.  In recent studies (Health-related Quality of Life of Canadian Children and Youth Prenatally Exposed to Alcohol and The Burden of Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol: Revised Measurement of Cost) researchers from the Hospital for Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto drew attention to the profound personal, societal and economic costs of FASD.  Children and youth with FASD, they note, have significantly lower health related quality of life than children and youth from the general Canadian population. In a recent Canadian study, the lifetime cost of a child with FASD was estimated at $1 million per case

Ontario is the only province/territory in Canada that does not have a policy directed at the issue. We have no strategy and no resources.   A bit of federal early years funding is allocated to Aboriginal FASD through the Ministry of Children and Youth Services but there is no file in any ministry in Ontario and not one staff with a role to explore it.  Every other province and territory either has a full strategy or is working towards one.  They contribute to a partnership in research and effective practice, and collaborate on annual professional development and conferences. 

I would encourage the province of Ontario to devise a comprehensive strategy directed at the issue of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, or FASD.  FASD is the leading cause of developmental and cognitive delays in North America.  Every attempt at prevention should be endorsed

I urge you to act quickly on this very serious matter. 

Kind Regards,
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