Right to Education

IFUW, 1998

Other

Keywords: Education/Training | Equality/Human Rights | International |

Universities/Colleges | Women

RESOLVED, To reaffirm the Resolution of the 24th Conference that national federations and associations (NFAs) work towards the implementation of, and urge their respective governments to affirm and implement, the right of all people to education as asserted in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UN - 1948) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (UN - 1966);
RESOLVED, To recommend to NFAs that they continue their efforts to overcome social, economic and political barriers to higher education and facilitate access toeducation for all people; and

RESOLVED, To recommend to NFAs that they campaign to ensure that women are not further disadvantaged by changes to higher education systems which are driven by economic considerations, rather than by values appropriate to education and research.

Access to Post-Secondary Education

CFUW, 2004

CFUW Education Committee

Keywords: Education/Training | Funding | Universities/Colleges

Resolved, That the Canadian Federation of University Women urge the federal government to work to remove economic and social barriers to post-secondary education by:

1. ensuring that federal transfer payments to provinces and territories include funds dedicated specifically and exclusively for the support of post-secondary education; and

2. improving and increasing a needs-based student financial aid program that includes

a combination of grants, federally insured student loans, and debt reduction programs

available to both undergraduate and graduate students.

Age Discrimination in Educational Funding

IFUW, 2004

IFUW
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The 28th IFUW Conference resolves to:

1. reaffirm Resolution 1995/N°6 (part 2) urging National Federations and Associations (NFAs) to encourage their respective authorities to remove references to age limits as a criterion for eligibility for scholarships, fellowships, grants and employment; and,

2. request the IFUW Board, in its representations to relevant international bodies, to encourage them to remove age limits as a criterion for eligibility for scholarships,fellowships, grants and bursaries provided by international funders.

Commonwealth Scholarships

CFUW, 1968
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RESOLVED that the Canadian Federation of University Women urges H.M.

Government to press for the inclusion in this plan of grants to enable:

(1) an individual to study subjects, such as rural development or social science, in a country in a comparable state of development to his or her own;

(2) members of a non-governmental organization in one country to meet those in a similar country, to study and discuss mutual problems.

Funding Meritorious Students

CFUW, 1991

CFUW Ottawa (Ontario)
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RESOLVED: That the Canadian Federation of University Women urge the Government of Canada and the provincial and territorial governments to:

1. Establish a self-sustaining loan system for students, and a grant system for needy students, to cover fees and contribute to living expenses, thus ensuring that successful under-graduate and graduate students can complete a university education;

2. Monitor the distribution of funds to ensure equity for women as well asdisadvantaged, ethnic, aboriginal and rural persons.

Post-Secondary Education Funding

CFUW, 1988

CFUW Education Committee
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RESOLVED, That the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) urge the Government of Canada, when making Established Program Funding grants, to apportion this funding for Health Care separate and apart from funding for Post-Secondary education.

RESOLVED, That CFUW urge the Government of Canada and the provincial and territorial governments to increase the funds given for research and development to cover both the direct and indirect costs; and

RESOLVED, That CFUW urge the Government of Canada and the provincial and territorial governments to promote actively the need for excellence in post-secondary education, and to undertake negotiations in a renewed spirit of co-operation to facilitate provision of appropriately directed funding, so that each level of government can meet its obligations in the field of post- secondary education.

Student Debt

CFUW, 2008

CFUW Burlington (Ontario)
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RESOLVED, That the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) urge the

federal, provincial and territorial governments of Canada to create effective debt relief

programs for post-secondary students including:

1. improving the existing student debt situation by:

a) limiting interest rates for loans to the prime rate;

b) expanding interest relief programs

2. reforming the Student Loan Programs by:

a) offering more needs based grants and low interest loans;

b) revising loan limits to reflect the full cost of post secondary education to students;

c) offering payment and interest deferment programs for at least one year following

graduation or after ceasing to be a student;

d) communicating clearly and promptly with applicants and users;

e) appointing an independent ombudsman to resolve disputes;

f) issuing loans and grants in a timely manner; and

g) eliminating barriers to loans for part-time students

3. restoring the funding of the post-secondary sector to the 1983 GDP level of 0.56%.


The Ontario government unveiled a program to help offset the cost of tuition for full-time post-secondary students for up to four years. Those enrolled in university can save as much as $800 per term ($365 for college students), provided they meet all of the eligibility requirements. 

The province estimates that about 300,000 students will benefit from the program. However those enrolled in graduate or part-time studies will not be eligible for the grant – nor will anyone who has been out of high school for more than for years. 

You could be eligible if: 

• You are a Canadian Citizen, Permanent Resident, or Protected Person 
• You have lived in Ontario for 12 months prior to starting your post-secondary education 
• You are studying full-time 
• You have been out of high school for four years or less 
• You are in satisfactory academic standing 
• In a first-entry program 
• Your parents make less than $160,000/year combined 

The Ontario Government expects the program to cost approximately $420 million upon full implementation, and according to the Ontario Undergraduate Student Alliance, much of the cost will be recovered through the elimination of three existing student aid programs

1. Ontario Trust for Student Support – a $25 million fund that matches donated institutional scholarships and bursaries. 
2. Textbook and Technology Grant – a $39 million program which provides $150 each year in assistant to all OSAP recipients. 
3. Queen Elizabeth II Aiming for the Top Scholarship – a $35 million scholarship program with 15,000 recipients. 

In addition to phasing out the three existing student aid programs, another $100 million is expected to be recovered by the government by providing fewer provincial grants and loans. 

For more information, please check out the OSAP website.
